The Historical Background
in common but discontent until, after sixty years, the
fanatical zeal of the Mahdi effected a temporary coalition,
which after his death was kept in being forcibly by his
successor, the Khalifa, until the " crowning mercy " of
Omdurman.
Some 5,000 years ago it would seem from such remains
as have been found in ancient burial grounds that Nubia
was inhabited by a people practically identical with that
of Egypt, a small dark-haired folk not unlike the Temehu
or Libyans of the Western desert.    Perhaps 1,000 years
later there moved northwards to Nubia from the South,
under some unknown impetus, a stream of negroes of the
small  brachycephalic  type now  found in  the southern
Bahr   el   Ghazal.    At   approximately   the   same   period
Libyans from the Western desert were settling in Nubia,
and by about 2,000  b.c. the fusion of these races had
produced a population not unlike that of the present day.
But within a century or two, to judge from pictorial
representations in Nubia, there was an influx of negroes
of a different kind, larger stronger men, apparently of the
type now found in the Nuba Mountains, and these, sweep-
ing all before them destroyed even the forts which the
Pharaohs of Egypt had established in Dongola province,
In 1879 b.c. Sesostris III advanced against the blacks,
beat them back and in token of victory erected a stele
of granite at Semna, some forty miles to the south of
Haifa.    The Egyptian forts were rebuilt and the most
important of them, Kerma, remained as an administrative
centre until it was destroyed by fire about 1600 b.c.
In the ' Empire ' period, from about the middle of the
2nd millenium b.c., that is, for some 550 years, the
colonisation of Nubia made steady progress, the trade in
slaves and ivory, ostrich feathers, panther skins, ebony
and spices, was developed, and the mines of the Eastern
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